
 

Foley continues to have a lot of  
activity going on in many areas.

Baldwin County is the fastest 
growing county in the state and the 
activity in Foley certainly confirms it. 

UTC Aerospace Systems has 
broken ground on an expansion that 
will bring approximately 260 new jobs 
to our community. When completed, 
it will be the third largest aerospace 
manufacturing facility in Alabama. 

Our sports tourism efforts are 
continuing to grow. Foley’s 91,000-square-foot 
events center is progressing nicely, as is the 
adjacent 150-room Marriott TownePlace Suites 
being constructed at OWA. Both are scheduled 
to open in May or June of  this year.

The OWA project has really gained 
momentum. I know many of  you are watching it 
go vertical. The amusement park is scheduled to 
open about the same time as the city event center 
and the Marriott. Also, a 14-acre lake surrounded 
by retail, dining and entertainment venues is 
scheduled to open about the same time. OWA 
will have many exciting announcements about 
this portion of  the project soon.

The Pride Drive road extension connecting 
Highway 59 east with our new sports facility 
should be open soon. This will be a lovely 
boulevard that complements our sports tourism 
efforts. 

We should be putting out bids for the Fern 
Avenue extension from Highway 59 to the Foley 
Beach Express in March or April. This will give 
our community another east/west street option 
and take some traffic out of  our downtown.

A new National Guard vehicle 
maintenance facility is under 
construction on the east side of  the Foley 
Beach Express Industrial Park. This 
represents about a $6 million investment 
by the Guard. We hope to be able to 
coordinate with the Baldwin County 
Board of  Education and the National 
Guard to create training opportunities 
for local high school students there.

The bell tower in Centennial Plaza 
took a direct hit by lightning a couple 

of  weeks ago. You may have noticed it has 
been stuck on 3 o’clock for a while. The clock 
electronics were shipped away for repair and 
we hope to have it back in service soon. The 
pedestrian crossover was also affected by the 
lightning. It temporarily disabled the elevators. 

Foley’s Model Train exhibit is celebrating its 
10th anniversary. Thank you to all members of  
the Caboose Club for your hard work.

Spring will be here soon, so get out and 
enjoy the almost 30 miles of  walking, biking and 
multi-use paths now available to you.
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February 2017 marks the 10th 
anniversary of  the Foley Alabama 
Railroad Museum. Although it is only 
open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, it is easily the most popular 
attraction in town. For ten years, 
members of  the Caboose Club, a group 
made up primarily of  retirees who say 
model trains are their hobby, have laid 
track, repaired engines, operated trains, 
built new structures, painted scenery, 
greeted visitors, organized materials and 
themselves, and kept the doors open—
and have never charged an admission 
fee. 

For those who have not gone into 
the building that sits just behind Foley’s 
historic depot museum on Hwy. 98, inside 
sits a unique exhibit that takes you back 
in time. Odd clicking sounds made by 
multiple O-gauge trains moving around 
a 60x24-foot layout greet visitors as they 
come through the door.  Then, as eyes 
adjust from the light outside, a miniature 
world filled with exquisitely detailed 
buildings comes into view. Everywhere, 
there are scenes to be explored. All are 
connected by what seems like miles of  
tracks, along which multiple O-gauge 
trains are constantly moving.

The exhibit delights kids of  all ages. 
A current club member describes it this 
way: “You see the little kids come in and 
climb up on the rail. Their eyes light up 
and it’s like Christmas.” “Or you hear 
adults say, ‘Wow, I had no idea!’” 

A short history of  the exhibit 
explains that a group of  retirees who 
enjoyed trains had met informally for 
several years. In 2005, former city 
councilman Charlie Ebert, Jr., received a 
call from an attorney for Alan Goldman, 
who wished to find a home for a large 
O-gauge train layout. He wished to 

donate it to a city that would display 
it for the general public. Ebert led a 
group who went to see the train, then 
approached the Foley City Council to 
accept the donation as a foundation for 
a large exhibit adjacent to Foley’s historic 
train depot. 

The council accepted their proposal, 
and over the next two years a 3,200 
-square-foot building was completed, 
and the exhibit was put into place. Later, 
Caboose Club members estimated it 
took more than 6,000 man hours to 
create the exhibit.

Today, in addition to the train 
exhibit, Caboose Club members operate 
a small event train and provide free 
train rides for small children and their 
parents around Heritage Park. It runs on 
Saturdays year-round, plus Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during the summer.   

Because they wouldn’t want to 
leave anyone out, they requested their 
names not be listed. But if  you stop in 

between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, you will meet 
folks with names like Charlie, Bob, Bill, 
Al, Paul, Stan, Mike, Ron, Rich, Emmit, 
Paul, Tom, John, Dave, Alton, Chuck 
and Joe. 

Congratulations to these men and 
many others for the countless hours 
they have donated to create an exhibit 
enjoyed by visitors from literally all over 
the world. 

“It is hard to imagine we are observing 
our tenth anniversary. Having been here 
to witness the growth and development 
of  the museum, it has been rewarding 
to see this humble facility become one 
of  Foley’s top tourist attractions. I 
believe one of  the keys to our success 
is the dedication of  our volunteers 
that offer their services. We have had 
visitors from almost every state in the 
union, not to mention many from 24 
different countries,” said Director Bonnie 
Donaldson, Foley Depot Museum. n

Model Train Exhibit celebrates 10th Anniversary

Congratulations to the South Baldwin Regional Medical Center 
on the following recognitions for providing outstanding quality 
of  care to this community. 

• Blue Distinction Center-Maternity Care Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of  Alabama, 2016.

• Sunny 105 People’s Choice Award for Best Healthcare 
Facility 2014, 2015, 2016.

• “Get with the Guidelines” Gold Quality Achievement 
Award, American Heart Association 2012, 2013, 2014,  
2015, 2016.

• Fit-Friendly Worksite Gold Achievement Award, American 

Heart Association 2014, 2015, 2016.
• Wound Care Center of  Distinction, Healogics-South 

Baldwin Wound Care & Hyperbaric Medicine Center, 2014,  
2015, 2016.

• Robert A. Warriner III, M.D. Center of  Excellence Award, 
Healogics-South Baldwin Wound Care & Hyperbaric Medicine 
Center 2015, 2016.

• Recognized as one of  the Top 9 Hospitals in the country 
for infection prevention, Consumer Reports, 2016.

We are fortunate to have such a high-quality health facility in 
our community. n

South Baldwin Regional Medical Center earns Accolades



F.Y.I.

Foley ranks fourth 
 for FORTIFIED Homes!

FORTIFIED Home™ is a set of engineering 
and building standards designed to help 
strengthen new and existing homes through 
specific building upgrades. By upgrading 
existing buildings to meet minimum building 
code requirements, damage from specific 
natural hazards can be reduced. The 
FORTIFIED Home™ program has three levels 
of designation: Bronze, Silver and Gold. This 
allows homeowners to choose the level of 
protection that best suits their budget and 
resilience goals.

As of October 31, 2016, Alabama ranked 
first out of 21 states where homes have 
undergone FORTIFIED improvements, with 
a total of over 2,600 homes.  Out of these 
21 states, Foley is ranked number four, with 
a total of 274 FORTIFIED homes.  Qualifying 
Alabama insurance discounts for homes in 
this program are estimated at the following 
levels:  Bronze, 20–35 percent; Silver, 35–45 
percent; and Gold, 40–50 percent.

The City of Foley is proud to support 
this program. Community Development 
Department employees look forward to 
working with interested homeowners to ensure 
the safest structure, as well as the potential 
for reducing insurance premiums.  For more 
information on this program, contact Foley’s 
Community Development Department at 251-
952-4011 or visit Smart Home America at 
www.smarthomeamerica.org. n

UTC Aerospace Systems in Foley was named one of  
IndustryWeek magazine’s 2016 Best Plants in North America.  

“We’re extremely proud of  the dedicated workforce in Foley,” 
said Aerostructures President Marc Duvall in a company press 
release.  “Their expertise and outstanding ongoing performance 
have made Foley a site to be benchmarked. This award shows the 
world what we’ve known for years: the people in our Foley location 
are a highly engaged team with a ‘quality-first’ attitude who thrive 
on delighting our customers as we strive to make their aircraft more 
intelligent, more electric and more integrated.”

Darrell Wilson, Foley general manager, says, “We’re extremely 
proud of  our Foley workforce. This award underscores their 
commitment to producing high-quality parts and delivering them on 
time to our customers. It serves as a recognition of  their unwavering 
dedication to outstanding performance and customer satisfaction.”

The Foley site employs about 600 people who assemble nacelle 
components and oversee the integration of  propulsion systems 
for the Airbus A320neo platform. In addition, the site will provide 
support for other new airplane platforms, including the Bombardier 
C Series[i], the Embraer E2 and the Mitsubishi Regional Jet.

The OE manufacturing facility currently has a footprint of  
about 230,000 square feet. Later this year, an 80,000-square-foot 
expansion currently under construction will open, primarily to 
house engine integration activities.

UTC Aerospace Systems designs, manufactures and services 
integrated systems and components for the aerospace and  
defense industries. n

UTC receives  
IndustryWeek’s  
“Best Plants” Award

New roads underway in Foley 
Three new roads are in the works in Foley. One residents have 

been watching for some time is the Pride Drive extension that was 
recently renamed East Pride Boulevard. Slated to open within the 
next few weeks, this connector extends from Hwy. 59, moving 
east across Juniper Street and then turning south at the new city 
sports fields to connect with County Road 20. The new boulevard 
provides an entrance into the city sports tourism fields and OWA’s 
hotel and theme park from both Hwy. 59 and County Road 20. 

A second road scheduled to open within weeks is Kenny 
Stabler Avenue. This short but important east/west connector 
between Juniper Street and East Pride Boulevard, located just north 
of  the Gulf  Bowl, will give another entrance option into the sports 
tourism fields and OWA. 

The Fern Avenue extension is in the early stages, but expected 
to be completed later this year. It will connect Hwy. 59 with the 
Foley Beach Express, providing a route for emergency vehicles to 
navigate around downtown traffic to access the hospital. n    

There is still an opportunity to purchase 
an engraved brick to be installed in the 

walkway surrounding Centennial Plaza in Foley’s 
Heritage Park. Bricks purchased before March 
17 will be included in the spring installation. 
Bricks are available in 4x8 for $50 and 8x8 for 
$125. Bricks can be purchased at the Foley 
Welcome Center. n

Centennial Plaza bricks available
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Upcoming Events
Find more events on these websites:

Foley Public Library FoleyLibrary.org

Foley Senior Center CityofFoley.org

Foley Sports Tourism FoleySportsTourism.com

Coastal Alabama Farmers and Fishermens Market
Local produce, fresh seafood, homemade 
goods and more. Open Tues. and Sat. 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. 20733 Miflin Road, Foley  
www.CoastalAlabamaMarket.com

Observe and Explore Days
First Wednesday and third Saturday each 
month 10 a.m.–noon. Free activities for 
children 10 and under. Graham Creek 
Nature Preserve, 23460 Wolf  Bay Dr., Foley.  
www.GrahamCreekPreserve.org

Feb. 24–26 Foley Geocaching Weekend
Feb. 24 Meet-n-Greet, 6 p.m., Wolf  Bay Lodge
Feb. 25 Cache Away All, 1 p.m., Wolf  Creek Park
Feb. 26 Draw your own CITO, 11 a.m., 
Library rear parking lot. geocaching.com or  
251-943-1031

Feb. 25 Foley Mardi Gras Parade  
11 a.m. Downtown Foley. Map of  parade 
route at VisitFoley.org   251-943-1200

Feb. 25 Arbor Day
1 p.m. Coastal Alabama Farmers and 
Fishermens Market. Program followed by 

tree giveaway. Free trees in three-gallon 
containers, one per family.

March 9  NPR’s Felder Rushing speaks in Foley
6 p.m.  Foley Civic Center. 10th-generation 
American gardener and author. FoleyLibrary.
org. Reservations at 251-943-1081

March 18 BBQ & Blues Cook Off
10 a.m.–4 p.m. Heritage Park. Enjoy delicious 
BBQ concoctions. Live music, arts and crafts, 
and children’s activities.  FoleyBBQandBlues.
com for tickets. 
251-943-3291

March 31 Spring Break Movie in the Park  
Bring a lawn chair or blanket. Movie Cinderella 
will begin at dusk. Heroes and princesses 
dress-up night for the kids. Participate in the 
parade at 6:45. VisitFoley.org.  251-943-1200

April 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29  Historic Downtown Walking Tours
10 a.m. Meet at the Foley Welcome Center. 
Walking tours feature historic points of  
interest in downtown Foley. Tours cover 
six blocks and last approximately one hour.  
251-943-1200    

Mid-April Peak Bloom for the Wilbourne Antique Rose Trail
April is the best time of  year to visit Foley’s 
rose trail. Hundreds of  roses bloom along a 
walking trail in the heart of  town, located one 
block east of  Highway 59. Parking available 
at Heritage Park.

April 20 Shred It Day
3–5 p.m. Behind City Hall.  
VisitFoley.org

April 21 Music and a Movie/Heritage Park Marketplace 
Details at VisitFoley.org or call 251-943-1200

April 28 Music and Movie/Heritage Park Marketplace    
Details at VisitFoley.org or call 251-943-1200

April 29 Forward City Con  
10 a.m.–4 p.m. Foley Public Library. Foley’s 
first mini comic/anime/gaming convention.  
FoleyLibrary.com

May 5–6 Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festival
www.GulfCoastBalloonFestival.com

May 13–14 Art in the Park
www.FoleyArtCenter.org


