
 

I hope this letter finds you and your 
family doing well.

Spring is here, although it had 
a difficult time making up its mind. 
The warmer weather will give us an 
opportunity to enjoy Foley’s outdoor 
amenities. With more than 25 miles of  
walking and bike paths available, now 
is a good time to readdress New Year’s 
resolutions.

Other opportunities for spring 
include a visit to Graham Creek  Nature 
Preserve. They offer a number of  educational 
programs for children and adults.  

We are excited about several new retail 
opportunities. The Publix Super Market site plan 
was recently approved by the Foley planning 
commission. It will be located in the Burton 
development south of  Academy Sports. In 
addition to Publix, T.J.Maxx Home Goods, 
ULTA Cosmetics, Marshalls, and Buffalo Wild 
Wings are planned, bringing more shopping 
options to Foley.

David Thompson and his staff  are doing 
a phenomenal job with our sports tourism 
efforts. Foley welcomed close to 2,000 archers in 
February who competed in a world-class archery 
event. 

The new event center is being well received 
by gymnasts and volleyball teams. On a recent 
weekend, more than 100 volleyball teams 
competed in the event center, while 70 soccer 
teams played in a tournament on the new fields. 
The following weekend, the city hosted a soccer 
event with approximately 150 participating teams 
on the schedule.

The Kenny Stabler Foundation, xoxo, 
recently announced a new event in Foley. The 
Kenny Stabler Gridiron Challenge is scheduled 

for August, featuring four high school 
teams. One of  the goals is to educate 
young athletes, coaches, and parents 
about concussions and sports-related 
head trauma.

For those of  you who are interested 
in volunteering in the community, Meals 
on Wheels is looking for drivers. You 
can drive as little as once a month. It is 
a wonderful all-volunteer program that 
provides an important service for our 
community. Call 251-943-1433 for more 

information.
Foley is constantly looking at ways to 

revitalize the downtown. To that end, we are 
applying to participate in the Main Street, 
Alabama program. We hope to be accepted this 
summer. 

We finally extended the bid for the Fern 
Avenue extension from Highway 59 to the Beach 
Express. Hopefully, by next summer, there will 
be another east/west route available. 

Mother’s Day weekend brings Art in the 
Park to Foley again, with lots of  great arts and 
crafts and good food. Bring Mom and make her 
day special!

The Balloon Fest also returns in May. This is 
always a popular family event with delicious food 
and lively music, and the balloons are awesome. 
I encourage you to take advantage of  the bus 
transportation offered by the Chamber.

With all the existing and new retail we have 
coming, don’t forget to shop Foley first!

Best 
re-
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Engraved bricks to be installed in the walkway surrounding Centennial 
Plaza in Foley’s Heritage Park are available for purchase year-round. 
They can be ordered at the Foley Welcome Center. The city orders and 

installs bricks when a minimum number of orders has been placed. Engraved 
bricks make great gifts. n

Foley Sports Tourism had a highly successful 
first quarter. The McKenzie ASA Pro/Am hosted 
by Hoyt Archery brought 1,828 participants, some 
who came from as far away as Sweden. The 16th 
Annual Southern Shootout High School Soccer 
Tournament came to Foley for the first time and 
boasted 78 teams from around the state of  Alabama, 
a record number for the tournament. In addition to 
the outdoor sports, the Foley Event Center hosted six 
volleyball tournaments in the first three months of  
the year with more than 325 teams passing through 
its doors. The 25th Annual Gulf  Coast Classic 
Volleyball Tournament alone brought in 126 teams 
for its inaugural visit to Foley. With a full calendar 
for the remainder of  the year, the department plans 
on keeping the momentum going. n

Foley Sports bringing in visitors

Many residents volunteer time 
regularly to serve on city boards, which 
accomplish a myriad of  tasks - from 
topics as varied as planning and zoning 
to sports. Working with city officials and 
employees, the boards enable the city 
to accomplish many projects that make 
Foley a great place to live. 

The Revitalization and Beautification 
Board, established in 1980, exists to 
make Foley beautiful. Examples of  
projects undertaken by this board include 
organizing the Arbor Day program, fall 
and Christmas decorations across the city 
and a beautification award program for 
local businesses. 

With city funding, the board 
is responsible for identifying and 
completing many projects that provide 
extra touches that make Foley special. 
They completed the landscaping and 
split-rail fencing at Graham Creek Nature 
Preserve. The new fountain in Heritage 
Park, the bronze dog statue at the dog 
park and a beautifully landscaped area 
at the farmers market that includes a 
statue, landscaping and trees are all board 
projects.  

The board recently completed the 
refurbishing of  the mini park located 
on the east side of  the library. The area 
was revitalized with a new fountain, 

flower pots and refinished benches, as 
well as new azaleas and plantings. This 
area provides a relaxing environment for 
library patrons as well as anyone visiting 
city hall.

The newest mini park, located near 
the west footing of  the pedestrian bridge 
is almost complete, according to Gary 
Pitts, board committee chair. The new 
trees, benches and winding pathway will 

soon be accented with seasonal flowers. 
Thank you to everyone who serves 

on this board, as well as the many other 
boards that help move Foley forward.    

Anyone who is interested in serving 
on a city board can find a listing on the city 
website at www.cityoffoley.org.  Submit 
your name and contact information to 
the city clerk at city hall, or speak with 
your city council representative. n

Committee exists to make Foley beautiful

Congratulations to the Caboose Club, who celebrate 11 years of  
running the model train exhibit in Foley this spring. Foley’s model train 
exhibit is located behind the historic train depot. The adjacent venues are 
grouped together as the Foley Railroad Museum on TripAdvisor, which 
has rated it at the top of  the list of  things to do in Foley for a number 
of  years. Visitor reviews on TripAdvisor, a website that provides online 
reviews for travel destinations, overwhelmingly recommend it as a don’t-
miss attraction in Foley. Stop in to enjoy the trains and congratulate this 
great group of  volunteers who share their passion for trains with visitors 
from around the world.  

The model train exhibit is open 10 a.m.–2 p.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays. Caboose Club members provide free rides around Heritage 
Park on Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. during the school year, and 
also on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the summer.

Hours have changed at Foley’s Depot Museum. The new hours are 
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. n

Caboose Club celebrates 11th anniversary 



Residents and visitors are encouraged to 
participate in a variety of  free programs offered 
at the Foley Public Library. For more information 
regarding those mentioned below, please visit 
www.foleylibrary.org. 

Patron Picks Movies are shown on the first 
and third Saturdays of  each month.  Free popcorn 
and drinks are served. Call 251-943-7665 to get 
upcoming movie titles.

Quiet Moments of  Healing Meditation are 
held on the second and fourth Saturdays of  each 
month.  Enjoy an hour of  guided meditation 
with D’vora Power, a holistic RN, LMT & EFT 
practitioner. Please dress comfortably and bring 
water, a pen, and a journal.  Space is limited. Please 
call 251-943-1031 to reserve a spot.

The Baldwin County Genealogical Society 
meets once a month. During the year, speakers 
share their input on genealogy and history.  Please 
check the events calendar at www.foleylibrary.org 
for exact dates and times.

Makersaurus Time, a program for children 
ages 8-16 years, is scheduled on the fourth 
Wednesday of  the month. Makersaurus Time 
offers a different type of  activity each month and 
requires a reservation to attend.  Please call the 
library at 251-943-7665 to place your reservation.

The Foley Public Library and the Foley 
Kiwanis Club host a quarterly Lunch & Learn 
on Wednesdays at noon.  The event offers an 
interesting community speaker and also a free 
lunch. Be sure to make a reservation for this 
program by calling 251-943-7665.  Space is limited.

Family Bingo Night is held six times a year.  
This is generally held on a Friday night in January, 
February, March, July, August and September.  A 
donation is required.  Free snacks and drinks are 
provided.  Prizes include gift cards/certificates 
and three large prize drawings are held each night. 
Due to limited space, a reservation is required.  
Reservations are taken approximately one month 
prior to each Bingo Night.  Please call 251-943-
1031 to reserve a place.

The Foley Public Library also hosts annual 
events throughout the year. These include the 
Foley Geo Weekend, a geocaching gathering that 
includes three separate events, usually held in 
February or March.  Our Forward City Con—a 
free anime, gaming and comic book convention—
occurs in April each year at the Foley Civic Center.  

A Children’s Summer Reading Program will 
be held at the Foley Civic Center on Thursday 
mornings in June. In October, join us for a family-
fun Halloween Extravaganza. In addition, authors, 
speakers, musical entertainers, and arts & crafts 
projects provide a wide variety of  programs 
throughout the year. n

Foley library offers 
many programs

Foley’s downtown area went from zero modern coffee shops 
offering lattes and espressos to two in a few short months. Gypsy Queen 
Java and The Drowsy Poet coffee shops offer light breakfast and lunch 
fare, as well as an impressive array of  coffees.  

Beautifully patterned brickwork will soon cover one of  Foley’s 
oldest buildings that is located at the corner of  Hwy. 59 and U.S. 98. 
City records indicate that the building will soon be home to a unique 
candy store. Reports say the business will sell candies, gifts and flavored 
popcorn.  

Cotton Pickin’ Junk, a new antiques and collectibles shop, has 
opened on Alston Street, south of  Laurel Avenue A new barber has 
opened shop on West Orange, near South Alston. 

The Foley Coffee Shop recently changed hands. The new owner 
continues to serve a hot breakfast and lunch specials. A new twist is the 
restaurant reopens at three, offering authentic Mexican cuisine. 

Grumpy’s restaurant is now Desmond’s Taste of  Jamaica, offering 
fresh Caribbean as well as American favorites.

The City is seeking a creative buyer to revitalize the historic Cactus 
Cafe building located at the northeast corner of  U.S. 98 (West Laurel 
Avenue) and Alston Street. For more information on this historic site 
contact Rachel Keith at rkeith@cityoffoley.org or 251-943-1545. n

New businesses open in Foley

OWA is the place to be this summer! In addition to its 21-ride 
amusement park, OWA is constantly welcoming new shops and 
restaurants to the development. Located outside the amusement park 
gates, Downtown OWA offers a variety of  activities for all ages to enjoy 
free of  charge. 

Pepper Palace, a specialty hot sauce shop, features an assortment of  
original sauces, salsas, marinades and more. Just down the street from 
Pepper Palace sits Auntie Anne’s and Cinnabon. These classic sweet 
shops are the perfect way to spend an afternoon at OWA. Grab a golden 
brown pretzel and finish it off  with a warm, glazed cinnamon roll. 

Alvin’s Island and Parker & Co. are now open. Alvin’s Island offers 
items from sundresses to beach towels and souvenirs. Parker & Co. is 
a local women’s boutique offering one-of-a-kind jewelry and unique 
outfits.

From cooling splash pads to high-tech arcades and everything in 
between, OWA truly has something for everyone in the family. Admission 
is only required for The Park at OWA. Downtown OWA—with shops, 
restaurants, and entertainment—is open 7 days a week starting at 11 a.m. 
daily, and is free to enter. For more information on upcoming events and 
happenings, please go to VisitOWA.com. n

OWA: much more than rides
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Upcoming Events
Find more events on these websites:

Foley Public Library FoleyLibrary.org

Foley Senior Center CityofFoley.org

Foley Sports Tourism FoleySportsTourism.com

Graham Creek Preserve GrahamCreekPreserve.org

Coastal Alabama Farmers and Fishermens Market
Local produce, fresh seafood, homemade                         
goods and more. Open  Tues.  2 p.m.–6 p.m. 
and Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 20733 Miflin Road, 
Foley, AL

Arts at the Market 
2nd Thursday each month 3 p.m.–9 p.m.
Arts and crafts from 30 local artists.  
Live music and food.
www.CoastalAlabamaMarket.com

Observe and Explore Days
First Wednesday and third Saturday each
month, 10 a.m–noon. Free activities for 
children 10 and under. Graham Creek 
Nature Preserve, 23460 Wolf  Bay Dr., Foley.
www.GrahamCreekPreserve.org

May 4–5 Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festival
Featuring balloonists from across the 
country. Activities include balloon glows and 
flights, festival food, live entertainment and 
carnival fun!
Foley Sportsplex, 18507 U.S. Hwy. 98 W.
www.gulfcoastballoonfestival.com

May 12–13 Art in the Park
Over 100 artists showcase their talents while
providing unique cultural experiences and 
shopping opportunities for hand-crafted 
shopping items. John B. Foley Park

May 18–25; June 1–8
Heritage Park Marketplace
Fridays 4:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.
Offers a  variety of  arts and crafts, handmade 
items, plants and much more. Heritage Park.  
www.visitfoley.com/events or 251-943-1300

May 18–25; June 1–8
Music & a Movie
Fridays 6 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Bring a blanket or lawn chairs and enjoy a
free movie, music and entertainment under
the stars. Free to the public. Concessions are 
available for purchase. Visit the website for 
movie and music details.
Heritage Park
www.VisitFoley.org/events
251-943-1300

Foley Art Center Studio 217A Summer Camp Program
May 29–June 2 Space Week
June 5–June 9 Beach Week
July 10 –July 14 Nature Week
July 17–July 21 Olympics Week
211 N. McKenzie Street Foley, AL
Details at www.FoleyArtCenter.org

Graham Creek Nature Preserve Camps
June 25–29 Pioneer Day Camp
July 9–13 Explorer Day Camp
July 19–20 Wilderness Survival Teen 
 Overnight Outdoor Camp
June 29 International Mud Day
23460 Wolf  Bay Drive, Foley, AL
www.GrahamCreekPreserve.org

Summer Reading Program
Presented by Foley Public Library 
10 a.m. at The Foley Civic Center
www.FoleyLibrary.org
June 7 Freedom Ranch
June 14 Russell Davis Magic
June 21 All Hands Productions
June 27 Beatin’ Path Rhythm Events


