
 

There continues to be lots of  activity 
across many areas of  our community.

Foley’s Main Street program is 
moving forward. Main Street state 
officials were in town for three days in 
October, evaluating and advising us on 
strengths and weaknesses. They were 
impressed with our historic downtown, 
and also provided suggestions on things 
we can do better. The newly seated 
Main Street Board had an opportunity 
to receive training. Expect to hear more 
from this group soon. 

The Cactus Café (formerly Foley Bakery) 
has been sold to a group committed to restore 
the building so it can house a viable downtown 
business again.

Meanwhile, Yabba’s Wacky Snack Shack 
will be opening soon at the northwest corner 
of  Hwy. 59 and Hwy. 98. They have done a 
wonderful job with the building remodel. We are 
all excited to see the building transformation and 
look forward to having an open business on that 
corner of  town again. 

The City Council passed the 2018/2019 
budget in September. The budget calls for 
roughly $46 million in revenues this year, with 
revenues exceeding expenses by $2.6 million. We 
continue to see solid growth throughout the city.

Foley is the third-fastest-growing city in the 
state. Four of  the state’s five fastest-growing 
cities are located in south Baldwin County. To this 
end, we are constantly looking at the challenges 
growth brings to our infrastructure. Streets and 
roads are an area we are concentrating on.

Recently, OWA announced that Paula Deen 
will be opening a Paula Deen’s Family Kitchen. 

The restaurant will be accompanied by 
a retail store featuring items that have 
been selected by Paula Deen to reflect 
her gracious style and Savannah’s rich 
cultural heritage.

Speaking of  good food, 
congratulations to Charlene Haber 
and Wolf  Bay Lodge for earning the 
Alabama Retailer of  the Year. The 
accolades are well deserved!

Burton Properties continues 
to make progress on the 22-acre, 

122,000-square-foot expansion located south 
of  Academy Sports. I am particularly looking 
forward to all the additional shopping options 
and jobs this will bring to the area.

Work continues on the Fern Avenue 
extension, but rain has presented the contractor 
with some challenges. Stop signs will soon 
be erected at North Juniper and the new Fern 
Street extension intersection. Use extra caution 
when driving near this intersection and any other 
construction areas. 

Please keep our nearby friends in the Florida 
Panhandle in your thoughts and prayers in the 
aftermath of  Hurricane Michael.

Regards—and shop Foley first! 
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New Tennis Courts
The city invested approximately $275,000 
to replace four tennis courts at Mel 
Roberts Park. These new courts are state 
of the art and include LED lighting.  Courts 
are open to residents year-round for play 
and are also home to the Foley High 
School tennis team in the spring. Tennis 
lessons are available for youth through 
the city recreation department.  n

The Community Development Department continues to 
be very busy. During this fiscal year (October 2017-September 
2018) Foley’s CDD issued 270 new single-family permits, 18 
duplex and 410 multi-family units for a total of  698 residential 
units. New commercial permits issued include the Alabama 
Gulf  Coast Music Hall, Creekside RV Park, Culver’s Restaurant, 
Hattie’s Restaurant, Home2Suites by Hilton, USA Signs & 
Graphics, Smoothie King, Professional Collision, Publix, 
Storage Choice and multiple spaces for future tenants at Foley 
Square. There were 92 commercial remodels/additions during 
this time period, as well as five at Tanger Outlets. A total 
of  2,416 permits were issued with a value of  $146,194,745. 
Building inspectors performed 10,232 inspections on this 
construction. 

Foley’s Planning Commission had a full agenda as well 
for the fiscal year. Preliminary approval was granted for seven 
subdivisions in the city with 489 lots and three subdivisions in 
the Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction for 321 lots. Final plat was 
granted to 17 subdivisions in the city with 301 lots and 10 
subdivisions in the Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction for 117 lots. A 
Planned Unit Development for multi-family on Hickory Street 
was approved for 264 units.

The hurricane damage in Florida has really emphasized 
the need for higher building code standards. Foley has already 
adopted and enforces not only the International Building Codes, 
but a Coastal Supplement as well. This supplement mandates 
higher standards for Foley. Foley adopted an average wind 
load requirement of  150 mph, as well as hurricane strapping, 
window coverings, higher roof  standards and other similar 
specifications. Foley also promotes the Smart Home America 
program (smarthomeamerica.org) for FORTIFIED standards. 
This is a program that encourages FORTIFIED, which usually 
translates into reduced insurance rates. Residents can be proud 

that Foley had 895 FORTIFIED homes as of  September 17, 
2018, and ranks 4th in the nation for FORTIFIED homes. 
Our goal would be for no citizen to be displaced after a storm 
event. 

City leaders, Planning Commission, the Community 
Development Department and other city staff  always strive to 
maintain and improve quality of  life in Foley. We continue to 
upgrade regulations and have some of  the highest standards 
in the state.  

The Community Development Department monthly  
reports are posted on the city website at cityoffoley.org/
Community-Development. Planning Commission and other 
agendas and minutes are posted at cityoffoley.org/city-boards/
agenda-and-minutes/. We welcome your comments and 
questions; please call 952-4011 to speak to our Community 
Development Department staff. n

Community Development Update
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Check us out online:
CITY OF FOLEY

www.CityofFoley.org        www.VisitFoley.com
www.CoastalAlabamaMarket.com

www.FoleyLibrary.org         www.FoleyRecreation.com
www.GrahamCreekPreserve.org

F.Y.I.

Look. Listen. Learn. . . firepreventionweek.org.  
As we approach the holiday season and cooler 

temperatures, the Foley Fire Department reminds you 
to practice fire safety with your decorations, Christmas 
trees, lights and fireplaces.  Keep live trees watered 
throughout the season, and keep space heaters and 
open flames clear of any possible hazards.  Find out more 
at nfpa.org/holiday.  

Our annual ADEM burn ban for Baldwin County will 
be lifted on Nov. 1.  Please contact us at 943-1266 for 
burning requirements. A burn permit is required inside 
the city limits of Foley.  We encourage everyone to 
consider bagging leaves and piling small yard debris for 
pickup instead of burning it.  Stay safe and practice fire 
safety every day. n

Fire Prevention 
Message

Purchase an engraved brick to be 
installed at Foley’s Centennial Plaza as a  
unique gift. The next brick order will be 
placed Jan. 1, so purchase your bricks soon.

Included in the purchase price is 
a certificate displaying the words to be 
engraved, making it easy to present as a gift. 
Please allow a week for the certificate to be created.

Bricks (4x8 $50 and 8x8 $125) may be purchased at the Foley 
Welcome Center. n

Centennial Plaza bricks 
make great holiday gifts

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS (Nov. 22 & 23)
Tues. and Wed. pickups will occur Tues., Nov. 20. 
Thurs. and Fri. pickups will occur Wed., Nov. 21.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS (Dec. 24 & 25)
Mon. and Wed. recycling will pick up Wed., Dec. 26. 
Tues. and Thurs. recycling will pick up Thurs., Dec. 27.
Tues. and Wed. garbage will pick up Thurs., Dec. 27.

NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAYS (Dec. 31 & Jan. 1)
Mon. and Wed. recycling will pick up Wed., Jan. 2.
Tues. and Thurs. recycling will pick up Thurs., Jan. 3.
Tues. and Wed. garbage will pick up Wed., Jan. 2.

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY (Jan. 21)
Mon. and Tues. recycling will occur Tues., Jan. 22.

For all holidays, Public Works will pick up limbs/yard 
debris where we left off. Please have all garbage and 
recycling out before 6 a.m. n

Garbage and recycling 
holiday schedules

Foley partnered with Riviera Utilities and the Alabama 
Municipal Electric Authority to build a 50-kilowatt solar power 
research project that is located at 100 E. Section Street. 

The 160 solar panels were purchased by AMEA, installed 
by Riviera Utilities, and are located on property owned by the 
city.  The purpose of  the project is to serve as a fact-finding 
effort to better understand solar generation, and explore the 
potential for expanded use in our area. Solar-generated power 
could be a way to help keep electric rates down in the future. 

“Whatever the power that is produced at this facility will go 
right back into our system and back into our lines,” says utility 
spokesman Miles McDaniel with Riviera Utilities. Officials 
say power generated by the 160 panels would power about 
six houses. The panels were constructed for education and 
research. Their output will have very little impact on individual 
electric bills. 

AMEA is a wholesale power provider for 11 public 
power utilities in Alabama, which serve approximately 350,000 
customers. Solar research projects like the one in Foley are 
being built in each of  the eleven cities served by AMEA to 
determine the feasibility of  adding solar power to its mix of  
power sources in the future. Attractive landscaping is planned 
around the area in the future. n

Solar research project 
built in Foley



 

407 E. Laurel Ave.
P.O. Box 1750

Foley, AL 36536

Foley

Upcoming Events
Find more events on these websites:

Foley Events Updated Daily VisitFoley.com

Foley Public Library FoleyLibrary.org

Foley Senior Center CityofFoley.org

Foley Sports Tourism FoleySportsTourism.com

Graham Creek Preserve GrahamCreekPreserve.org

Coastal Alabama Farmers and Fishermens Market
Local produce, fresh seafood, homemade                         
goods and more. Open  Tues.  10 a.m.–3 
p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.  
20733 Miflin Rd.

Arts at the Market 
2nd Thursday each month 3–7 p.m.
Arts and crafts from 30 local artists.  
Live music and food.
CoastalAlabamaMarket.com

Observe and Explore Days
First Wednesday and third Saturday each
month, 10 a.m–noon. Free activities for 
children 10 and under. Graham Creek 
Nature Preserve, 23460 Wolf  Bay Dr.
GrahamCreekPreserve.org

Through Dec. 23 51st Annual Trim-A-Tree
Over 150 artists and craftsmen offer 
beautiful handmade items for holiday 
shoppers. Tanger Outlet Center, Suite 182
www.FoleyArtCenter.com

Nov. 17 Creek Crawl
8 a.m. Four-mile obstacle and mud 
race. Benefits Graham Creek programs. 
Registration at www.active.com. 23030 Wolf  
Bay Dr. 251-923-4267
www.GrahamCreekPreserve.org

Nov. 17 Doctor Who Day
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Join us in honoring Doctor 
Who Day. Come in costume to receive a 
small prize. Foley Public Library
FoleyLibrary.org

Nov. 24  Small Business Saturday
Support small, local businesses.  Money 
spent in our community stays in our 
community.

Dec. 1 & 2 The Nutcracker
Saturday 7 p.m. and Sunday 2 p.m. Coastal 
Ballet Company presents the 4th Annual 
Nutcracker. Professional artists, students, 
and many of  the community’s younger 
children celebrate the Christmas season. 
Foley Civic Center

Dec. 7 Mobile Youth Symphony Orchestra Holiday 
Concert
7 p.m. Accomplished young musicians from 
across the Gulf  Coast perform a beautiful 
holiday concert. $5 suggested donation.
Foley Civic Center

Dec. 7 Christmas in the Park
6–8 p.m. Hear Christmas carols, sip hot 
cocoa, enjoy the lighting of  the Christmas 
tree and visit with Santa. Free admission.
Heritage Park
www.VisitFoley.com

Dec. 8 Foley Christmas Parade
10 a.m. Enjoyed by young and old, the 
parade includes music, floats, tractors and 
even a glimpse of  Old St. Nick. Organized 
by the Foley Kiwanis Club. 

Dec. 8 Let It Snow
11 a.m.–3 p.m. Bring your mittens to 
Heritage Park after the Christmas Parade. 
There will be live music, a Children’s Art 
Village, and of  course, SNOW! Concessions 
sold on site. Heritage Park
www.VisitFoley.com

Dec. 10 Baldwin Pops Christmas Concert
7–9 p.m. The Pops presents a delightful 
holiday concert each year. A suggested 
donation is an unwrapped toy for Toys for 
Tots.  Foley Civic Center

Jan. 8 Foley Snowbird Welcome Coffee 
9 a.m.–12 noon. The City of  Foley and the 
South Baldwin Chamber of  Commerce will 
host a Snowbird Welcome Coffee at the 
Civic Center. Free coffee and doughnuts.
www.VisitFoley.com
251-943-1300


