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As Foley’s Police Chief, I would like to present to you the 2023 Foley Police Department 
Annual Report.  Our employees have done another amazing job in 2023 of keeping our crime 
rate low and on par from previous years.  This is even more impressive when you consider the 
nationwide shortages that are impacting law enforcement, to include our agency.  Despite 
these times, they have all worked diligently to maintain the line and suppress crime while still 
providing a police service that we are proud of to our community and the citizens of Foley.   
This is also admirable considering the continued growth of the city. 
 
One area of crime that we saw an increase in was aggravated assault (non-family).  This year 
there were 23 reported, which is up from the 13 reported last year.  I believe there could be a 
socioeconomic factor playing into this increase with the economy.  Law enforcement will see 
spikes in certain types of crime based on the stressors placed on society in general. An 
example of this was when we saw increases in domestic violence calls in the Covid years when 
people were staying home more.  The economy is often a significant factor related to crime. 
 
Another significant increase that we saw was in our “Calls for Service” as seen on page 8.  We 
responded to 6,868 calls in 2022 and the call volume increased to 9,086 in 2023.   
 
Inside of the police department, we have been working diligently and creatively as staff on 
recruiting and retention efforts.  This has been a multifaceted approach.  It has been 
interesting and challenging to say the least as a police chief to see a pandemic, a major storm, 
and now a national shortage on police officers in the three and a half years that I have been in 
office.  I continue to stand by that we do not lower our hiring standards for officers and 
employees, and we still have a stringent hiring process and background check. This keeps our 
department professional.  We have also placed a lot of attention on streamlining the hiring 
process and our marketing strategies.  We have increased and continue to add technology as 
well as civilian employees to our crime suppression strategies and to assist the officers on the 
streets. 
 
Again, I am proud of all of our employees for maintaining our standard of providing 
“maximum effort” in their duties.  I am also very thankful for a supportive and cohesive 
Mayor and City Council.  However, it is just as important to recognize that we could not be 
near as effective without the combined support and efforts of our citizens in helping keep our 
city safe.  We at the Foley Police Department appreciate you! 

 
 

 
Chief Thurston Bullock  
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Chief Thurston Bullock 
Foley Police Department 

 
Chief Thurston Phelps Bullock was born on March 27, 1973 in Savannah, Georgia after his father was 
stationed there for the United States Coast Guard.  A year later, his family returned home to Foley, 
Alabama, where he grew up in southern Baldwin County. Thurston attended Foley High School and 
graduated with honors in 1991.  The next five years were spent working at Riviera Utilities in Foley, 
while attending Faulkner State Community College and Troy State University classes at night.  He did this 
while attending South West Alabama Police Academy on weekends.  While in the academy, he was 
chosen as the squad leader and graduated highest academic in his class.   In 1996, Thurston graduated 
from Troy State University magna cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and minors in 
psychology and in business.  He knew early in life that he wanted to have a career in law enforcement 
and began preparing and working hard to toward that endeavor. 
 
After graduating, Thurston spent a brief three months working as a Reserve Mobile County Deputy for 
experience before fulfilling his dream of being hired on in his home town with the City of Foley Police 
Department on August 14, 1996.  During his career, he was afforded many opportunities while 
promoting along the way.  He worked as a patrol officer until becoming a detective in Investigations in 
1997.  He was promoted to corporal while in Investigations in 2000 and later promoted to sergeant in 
Investigations in 2002.  He also served as a narcotics investigator sergeant before becoming a patrol 
shift sergeant and supervising a night shift.  He was then promoted to patrol commander lieutenant in 
2007.  In January of 2015 he was selected field operations captain, and two years later in 2017 was 
selected by Chief David Wilson to be his deputy chief and chief of staff.  He was awarded Officer of the 
Year in 2012 and has received the Exceptional Service Ribbon on two occasions, Major Felony Arrest 
Ribbon, FBI National Academy Graduate Ribbon, Academic Award, Fitness Award, Pistol Expert Ribbon, 
and Combat Ribbon, along with other recognitions and awards.    
 
Chief Bullock is a published author and has attended numerous specialized schools.  He has also held 
many specialized assignments to include: Supervising the Professional Develop Unit that is responsible 
for all departmental training, field training officer for new recruits, FBI certified instructor, served as a 
polygraph examiner since 2001, FBI firearms instructor, chief firearms instructor for the department, FBI 
S.L.E.D.S. (Southeastern Leadership Executive Development) Graduate, crisis/hostage negotiator, public 
information officer (PIO) for the media, department A.I.S.O. (Agency Information Security Officer) for 
A.L.E.A., L.E.P.C. (Local Emergency Planning Committee) steering committee member, fleet manager, 
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A.L.E.R.R.T. certified and active shooter instructor, basic SWAT school, advanced SWAT school, SWAT 
commander school, and armorer in multiple weapons platforms.  In his 27 years of service he has 
received well over 2,000 hours of continuous training in various police related disciplines.   
  

Thurston Bullock served on the Baldwin County Major Crimes Task Force for six years.  He was 
also elected in 2014 and served as the southern vice president for the Alabama Tactical Officers 
Association for the maximum two consecutive, two year terms.  As a SWAT Commander, he led Foley’s 
first Special Response Team that later became part of South Baldwin S.W.A.T., a multi-jurisdictional 
S.W.A.T. team comprised of members from Foley, Orange Beach, and Gulf Shores Police Departments.  
He is a member of the National Tactical Officers Association, Alabama Association of Polygraph 
Examiners, American Polygraph Association, and International Association of Law Enforcement Firearms 
Instructors.  He is currently serving on the Baldwin County Appeals Board and the Major Crimes Unit 
Board of Directors.  He has assisted Gulf Shores Police Department and BCSO Command for several 
years in the past with the Hang Out Music Festival with over 40,000 attendees and has been the (O.I.C) 
Officer in Charge on many large scale operations and events.   
  
Chief Bullock loves the amazing career and opportunities he has had working as a Foley Police Officer 
over the past twenty-seven years. He is now honored and proud to serve as the City of Foley Police Chief 
and to have the opportunity to give back to the community he was raised in. He is thankful to work with 
outstanding city leaders and city government and to be a part of “Team Foley”. He is dedicated to 
serving and protecting its citizens. He desires to keep Foley a great place to live and work, while 
maintaining our safety and quality of life. He is committed to the legacy of leading the men and women 
of the Foley Police Department and honored to work alongside such dedicated professionals. 
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                              Foley Police Department Services                     Updated: March 2024 

 

The Foley Police Department is a highly productive, community oriented police 

department that offers an advanced level of police services.  We have 72 police officers and 

a total force of 121 employees that are committed to serving you.  Listed below are just 

some of the services or programs available to our citizens: 

  

 Specifically Directed Community Oriented Policing Assignments:  Patrol Officers are 

often tasked with distributing brochures and surveys door to door for the Community 

Services Unit, such as  Neighborhood and Business Watch program brochures and an in-

depth survey generated from the Chief’s office soliciting the input of citizens.   

 

 Neighborhood Watch:   The Neighborhood Watch program has grown from 2 groups in 

2007 to 17 groups and counting.  The Community Services Unit trains volunteers to 

recognize and report suspicious activity in a timely and safe manner in their respective 

communities.   The active involvement of residents helps reduce burglaries and other 

property crimes, and develops strong relationships between citizens and police. If you 

would like to start up the Neighborhood Watch in your community please contact Cpl. 

Tommie Perdue 251-424-0634, or email tperdue@foleypolice.org 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 School Resource Officer:  The School Resource Officer (SRO) program was initiated in 

the 2008-2009 school year.  The primary goal of the SRO is to ensure the safety of our 

students, administrators, parents and community.  The presence of the SRO helps deter 

illegal and disruptive behavior.  One of the most important aspects of the School 

Resource Officer Program is the development of a strong rapport and relationships 

between the SRO and students.   All four public schools in Foley have an assigned SRO 

on campus.  The SROs are specially trained and selected Foley Police officers.  

 

 Park – Walk- & Talk: a formal program where Foley street cops get out of their cars 

and walk through neighborhoods to meet and greet. 

 

 Animal Control Services:  We have two regular sworn Foley Police Officers whose 

duties as a Code Enforcement Officer includes animal control duties.  Though any of our 

police officers can and do enforce animal control laws within the city at any time of the 

day or night, it is extremely beneficial to use an actual police officer to specialize in this 

area.  This is especially true when taking enforcement action during the investigation of 

animal neglect / animal cruelty cases, dog bites, vicious animals, stray dogs, problematic 

dog owners etc.   The two officers also assist in patrol duties out in our streets.  

 

 Explorer Program:  Foley Police Department Explorer Post 77 is the oldest Explorer 

program in the state of Alabama.  The program is designed to give high school students a 

chance to see what a career in Law Enforcement would be like.  Explorers are allowed to 

ride with Patrol Officers, and assist with traffic control at various functions such as 

parades, festivals, football games and the local rodeo.  The Explorers sponsor dances at 

the Middle School and participate in Habitat for Humanity projects.  At least four of our 

explorers have gone on to enter law enforcement in some capacity, but there is no way to 
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accurately account for the good will that this program has produced in the student 

population and their families.   

 

 Citizens Police Academy:  The Citizens Police Academy has become one of our most 

popular Community Oriented Policing programs.  The 12-week program provides 16-20 

residents at a time the opportunity to experience Law Enforcement from the “other side.” 

Modules include time spent at the firing range, a K-9 demo, a Special Response Team 

demo, a visit from the Sheriff’s Office to discuss Civil Processes, a visit from the DA’s 

and Judges offices to explain their role in the process, exposure to traffic stops, arrest 

procedures and the ever popular “paperwork.”  This program has been effective in 

bringing about a change of attitude in some of our citizens who have been most critical of 

law enforcement in general.  Two Citizens Police Academies are held during the year. 

 

 Project Shield: A partnership between the police department, local businesses, and 

private citizens aimed at reducing crime by building a database of existing surveillance 

cameras throughout the city.  This allows the police to go back and quickly identify 

suspects when crime occurs.  The police department can see that a crime occurred near 

certain cameras and then ask the home owner or business owner to check their cameras 

and see if suspect or vehicle descriptions were caught on tape.  This is a great crime 

fighting partnership. POC:  Sgt. Chuck Sutherlin – csutherlin@foleypolice.org or Lt. 

Larry Dearing – ldearing@foleypolice.org 

 

 Community Expo:   The Foley Police Department Community Expo is a large-scale 

quarterly outreach that rotates to various neighborhoods within Foley.  The event 

includes games, food, and booths manned by officers and other police department 

personnel who explain various functions and resources available within the department.  

The Expo also provides information regarding resources available in the community.   

Expo’s may also include Child Fingerprinting, distribution of the Yellow Dot Program 

packets, K-9 Demos and other activities of interest.  

 

 Child Fingerprinting:  A popular outreach is the Child Fingerprint service offered by 

the Community Services Unit.  This is done at the Expo, but is also frequently done at 

other community events and commercial locations throughout the year.  Kits include a 

photo and fingerprints of the child that can be used as needed to provide identification for 

law enforcement or other purposes. The kit includes an 8 x 11 print-out and provides the 

parents with a CD with all the information on the print-out, as well as a video and audio 

of the child. 

 

 Sports Liaison Officers:  Volunteer police officers on shift and while on patrol look for 

opportunities to play sports with children and young adults in all neighborhoods 

throughout the city.  This fosters police and citizen relationships and trust.  Football, 

basketball, soccer, and sports of all kind are played.  This has been a very popular 

program with the involved police, the kids, and their parents.   
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 Business Enrichment Program:  Police officials, instructors, and detectives offer a wide 

range of topics that are taught to the business community, schools, and churches free of 

charge as a service.  These topics range greatly but include and are not limited to school 

safety, church safety, shoplifting prevention, robbery prevention and safety, 

counterfeiting, fraud and other similar courses.   

 

 

 House Checks:  Many of our residents are retired and travel extensively.  Foley Police 

Department recognized that anyone who would be gone from home for an extended 

period of time would appreciate someone checking on their residence in their absence.  

This program has been very well received, and we have received numerous letters 

thanking us for going “above and beyond” in providing this service.   

 

 Yellow Dot Program:  The Yellow Dot Program provides citizens a packet that they can 

complete and leave in their car with critical instructions that might be needed by Law 

Enforcement or Emergency Medical Technicians in case of an emergency on the 

roadway.   

 

 

 K-9 Demos:  K-9 handlers give numerous demonstrations throughout the year.   This 

popular outreach provides the opportunity for children and adults to observe these highly-

trained K-9 Officers and their handlers at work.   

 

 Foley Kid’s Camp:  In 2010, the first Kid’s Camp was held.  The emphasis in this camp 

is to teach children safety in whatever types of activities are included in the camp.  The 

basic “stranger danger” and internet safety are always covered, but if a boating activity is 

included, an integral part of the experience is teaching the children how to be safe while 

boating.  This camp is a popular summer activity for children in Foley, as well as being 

appreciated by their parents. 

 

 

 Drug Collection Drop Box:  In partnership with the DEA, Foley Police Department 

established a drop box in the main lobby of the police department where citizens can turn 

in prescription drugs that are outdated or no longer needed.  This helps keep unused drugs 

out of the hands of people who may abuse them as well as preventing the pollution of our 

waters from people flushing the pills. 

 

 Vehicle Assistance:  Foley Police Department officers assist motorists that have keys 

locked in their vehicles or that need their car jumped off.  This free service is a popular 

part of our police services.   

 

 Close Patrols: Citizens or businesses can arrange for extra drive-by patrols of homes or 

businesses.  This can be helpful in many situations as a preventive measure, such as 

suspicious people in the area, vandalism, threats, etc.  The increased police presence in 

neighborhoods discourages criminal activity.   
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 Funeral Escorts: Foley Police Officers facilitate funeral processions by blocking 

intersections to allow the funeral procession to move expeditiously and directing traffic 

into the cemetery entrance.  This service reduces the likelihood of accidents and provides 

a compassionate service to grieving families.   

 

 

 Window Tint Inspection: The State of Alabama regulates the amount of window tint 

that can be applied to vehicle windows.  Any person who purchases a vehicle with tinted 

windows can bring it to the Police Department to make sure the tint is within legal limits 

in order to avoid getting a citation if it is too dark. 

 

  “Coffee with a COP”:  The Chief, other staff members, and Foley Police Officers meet 

with customers at local restaurants in a relaxed atmosphere in which police and citizens 

meet and greet.    
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