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The City of Foley Board of Adjustment & Appeals held a meeting on April 13, 2026 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 407 E. Laurel Avenue. 
Members present were: Keith Jiskra, Tyler Higginbotham, Steve Bailey, Gregg Knight and 
Gary Hellmich. Absent members were: Luanne McCarley and Derrick Perdue. Staff present 
were: Eden Lapham, Planner 1 and Amanda Cole, Acting Recording Secretary. 
 
Chairman Keith Jiskra called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
MINUTES: 
     Approval of the minutes for the February 9, 2026 meeting minutes. 
 
Gregg Knight made a motion to approve the February 9, 2026 meeting minutes. Gary 
Hellmich seconded the motion. All members voted aye. 
 
Motion to approve the February 9, 2026 meeting minutes passes. 
 
NEW BUSINESS & PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

1. Stony Jones- Variance  
The City of Foley Board of Adjustments and Appeals has received a request for a 
variance for Article 14.1.7 D, required front and rear yard setback. Property is located 
N. of Cater Lee Way and W. of N. Hickory St. Applicant is Stony Jones. 
 

The applicant, Mr. Jones, was not present. 
 
Ms. Rita Watt, an adjacent property owner, asked what the proposed use for the property 
will be. 
 
Eden Lapham stated Mr. Jones explained he was looking to build a house for himself and an 
accessory dwelling unit for his daughter at this time. 
 
Mrs. Lapham explained any subdivision of the property would require Planning Commission 
approval. 
 
Tyler Higginbotham asked if Mr. Jones could build a house on the property as it stands now. 
 
Mrs. Lapham stated yes. 
 
Gregg Knight made a motion to approve the requested variance. Tyler Higginbotham 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Gary Hellmich, aye; Gregg Knight, aye; Keith Jiskra, 
aye; Steve Bailey, aye and Tyler Higginbotham, aye. 
 
Motion to approve the requested variance passes. 
 

2. Riviera Utilities- Variance 
The City of Foley Board of Adjustments and Appeals has received a request for a 
variance for Article 10.2.1 landscape buffer requirements and Article10.2.B.2, 
allowed fence type for buffer reductions. Property is located 120-B County Rd. 20 
W. Applicant is Goodwyn Mills Cawood. 
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Lee Kepler with Riviera Utilities stated they were asking for a variance for the fence type 
and fence material. Mr. Kepler stated this would be for security for their new water treatment 
plant. 
 
Mr. Kepler explained they were asking to allow barbed wire and black plastic slating in the 
fence. 
 
Mr. Kepler also stated they were asking for relief from the landscape buffer and to be allowed 
to install magnolia trees and river rock in the buffer zone in place of the required shrubs. 
This would help to not hinder any drainage. 
 
Gary Hellmich asked if the fence was going to be 8 ft. tall. 
 
Mr. Kepler stated yes, it would be the same as the one out there now with the barbed wire. 
 
Gary Hellmich made a motion to approve the requested variances. Gregg Knight seconded 
the motion. Roll call vote: Gary Hellmich, aye; Gregg Knight, aye; Keith Jiskra, aye; Steve 
Bailey, aye and Tyler Higginbotham, aye. 
 
Motion to approve the requested variances passes. 
 

3. United Bank- Variance 
The City of Foley Board of Adjustments and Appeals has received a request for a 
variance for Article 9.1.1 A, temporary structures may be allowed for a period of 
not to exceed a total of 3 months during a single calendar year and Article 10.1 D, 
E, 4, required minimum 25 ft. two way traffic parking lot aisle width. Property is 
located at 516 S. McKenzie St. Applicant is S. E. Civil Engineering & Surveying.  

 
David Lavery with S.E. Civil Engineering explained United Bank will be constructing a 
new building and is asking for a variance to allow a temporary trailer for 14 months with 
the option to extend the length of time if necessary so the bank can remain operational. 
 
Chairman Jiskra asked if the applicant would need to come back to request additional time 
if needed. 
 
Staff advised they could be asked to come back. 
 
Mr. Knight asked when construction would start. 
 
Mr. Lavery stated the site work would hopefully start next month. The site plan is going in 
front of the Planning Commission on Wednesday for approval and then there is technical 
approval through the Engineering Department. 
 
Mr. Hellmich asked if the oak trees on the property would be removed. 
 
A representative for United Bank stated the oak trees would not be removed. 
 
Mr. Lavery also explained they were also asking for a variance to allow a 20 ft. wide drive 
aisle for the temporary bank trailer. 
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Steve Bailey made a motion to approve the requested variances, including the drive aisle 
width and the temporary trailer with the condition that the 14-month period for the 
temporary trailer begins when the current bank closes. Tyler Higginbotham seconded the 
motion. 
Roll call vote: Gary Hellmich, aye; Gregg Knight, aye; Keith Jiskra, aye; Steve Bailey, aye 
and Tyler Higginbotham, aye. 
 
Motion to approve the requested variances, including the drive aisle width and the 
temporary trailer with the condition that the 14-month period for the temporary 
trailer begins when the current bank closes passes. 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM: 

4. Meeting Time 
Discuss changing monthly meeting time to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Members were agreeable to change the meeting time from 5:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Staff stated 
a new calendar would be placed on the agenda next month to be voted on. 
 
 
    ADJOURN: 
 
Gregg Knight made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:47 p.m. Gary Hellmich seconded 
the motion. All members voted aye. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:47 p.m. passes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


